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Compassion Camp:
What Every Living Thing Needs

Kids from First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian
Church, and all around the community are gathering
this week for our joint FBC/FPC Vacation Bible
School, Compassion Camp. Participants spend the
mornings exploring themes of shelter, food, water, air,

and community - through crafts, stories from scripture,

play, science, (giggly!) yoga, music, and compassion in
action. Big thanks to all the kids spending the week in
this way, and to all the youth and adult volunteers who
make it possible!
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Summer Practices in the Social Hall

This summer, while the wood floors are being refinished
and new carpet is being laid in the sanctuary, we'll be
gathering for Sunday services in the Social Hall. This new
space and new season will give us the chance to
experiment with new ways of connecting, too.

Our focus will be on spiritual practices - courage,
kindness, forgiveness, patience, connection, gentleness,
simplicity, curiosity, generosity, and presence. There are
lots of ways to take up each of these, and the Worship &
Community Engagement Team is excited to offer some
extracurricular activities! Here's what they're planning:

* Sundays, 9:30am - Social Hall opens for gathering
and engaging with activities around the morning's
theme. Come early for the service and find a spot at a
round table to connect with friends and begin to
explore spiritual practices in easy, fun, creative ways.

* Sundays, roam - Service in the Social Hall, followed
by fellowship time in Walker Hall.

* Monday mornings - We'll send an email with
suggestions for continuing to explore the week's
spiritual practices: a song to listen to, an article to read,
a way of praying, a place to visit. We'll also post a
discussion prompt on Facebook and Instagram - if you
have ideas of more ways to engage, please comment
there throughout the week!

A few things to note:

* Please plan to use the Washington Street entrance
on Sundays throughout July and August. It will be open
by 9am. Other doors will be locked. The Washington
Street doors are accessible, and once inside, you can
reach the Social Hall either by taking the stairs or the
elevator to the Lower Level.

* We will need a small team of strong folks (four or
five would be great) to help move some of the chairs
from the Social Hall to Walker Hall following each
service. The Second Winds Community Band is
rehearsing there on Monday nights, and they'll need
them. Staff can move chairs back downstairs later in
the week, but help on Sundays would be appreciated.

* Thank you for your flexibility this summer as we
make our spaces safer, cleaner, and more beautiful. We
appreciate your willingness to adapt routines a bit for
this season!
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Summer is a good time for practicing. In July and August,
we’ll be exploring spiritual practices in our Sunday services -
some traditional ones, like forgiveness and patience, and
some that aren’t named that way, but that are modeled in the
life of Jesus and that we want to continue to embody today,
like courage and kindness. And each week, we’ll practice a
new kind of praying together. It will be a summer of a bunch
of tiny experiments, to see what we discover about who we
are, who we might be, and how we can connect with one

another and with the God who wraps us in love just as we are,

and cheers us on as we practice becoming who we might be.

9:30 am - Playing with the Practices, in the Social Hall
10:00 am - Worship in person in the Social Hall, or
streaming live: www.facebook.com/firstbaptistmac/

Sunday, July 5 - Communion Sunday

“Practicing Courage”

Matthew 5:13-16, Rev. Erika Marksbury preaching

Music led by Tegan Johnson & the Worship Team

After the service, Bible Study participants will host our fellowship
time in Walker Hall.

Sunday, July 12

“Practicing Kindness”

Sharing from Bob Crawford, Debrianna DeBolt, Judee Kunze
Music led by Tegan Johnson & the Worship Team

Let sean@fbcmac.org know if your class/group would like to host
this day’s after-church fellowship time.

Sunday, July 19

“Practicing Forgiveness”

Matthew 5:38-42, Rev. Erika Marksbury preaching

Offertory from Heidi Toth

Let sean@fbcmac.org know if your class/group would like to host
this day’s after-church fellowship time.

Sunday, July 26

“Practicing Patience”

Matthew 5:25-34, Rev. Erika Marksbury preaching

Music led by Tegan Johnson & the Worship Team

After the service, the Singles Group will host our fellowship time in
Walker Hall.

FBC is inspired by the words of Jesus in Matthew 25:
"Whatever you do unto the most vulnerable of my siblings, you do unto me."

At our Semi-Annual meeting on June 28,
we'll vote on this slate for the 2026-2027
Church Board. Thanks to all who serve!

Executive Board:
Moderator - Lara O'Brady
Assistant Moderator - Cynthia Parker
Secretary/Clerk - Nadya King
Treasurer - Don Watson

Ministry Teams:
Building & Grounds - Steve Howard
Children & Youth - Mary Dressel/open
Congregational Engagement
- Judee Kunze
Faith Formation - Peggi Lilly
Missions - Vicki Cartwright
Worship & Community Engagement
- open
At Large:
- Kerry Ballati & Scott Sutherland

Chapter & Verse:
Stories & Songs with
_ Joy Zmunerman and Erika Mirksbury
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Fnday, July 24, 7pm
at J.L. Kiff Vineyard

Instructions

TELLABOUTIT

for living a life:

Pag attention. | StO’T"H N l.g ht

Be astonished. Friday, July 31
Tell about it. 7pm im the Fireplace Room
~Mary Oliver Theme: TREAT YOURSELF
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Financial Report: Jan. 1- May 31, 2026

JULY 2026

YTD: Actual for Period % of Amount Budgeted

Contributions Income: 104.9%

$ 149.522

Total Income: $179,662 105.2%
Total Expenses: $176,447 103.3%
Net Income: + $ 3,215

You may check on your financial contributions
to First Baptist Church through our secure
church software database, Realm. If you need
assistance or have questions, please contact
Treasurer, Don Watson (donjw@comcast.net) or
Realm administrator, Barbara Burr
(barbaracoleburr@gmail.com).

Important Financial Update: Like our individual budgets, our church is challenged by inflation. We are
giving our best to monitor our spending. Our facility continues to offer needed services to the greater
community. One excited addition to the building's culture happened Monday, June 8, when the Second
Winds Community Band started rehearsing in Walker Hall (ongoing each Monday). We appreciate each and

every gift that supports our mission and outreach.

Finance Committee: Don Watson, Barbara Burr, Vicki Cartwright, Judee Kunze, Roger Dell, Jane Apel, Susan Chambers

From your Church Board ~

“Nature will not let us stay in any one place for too
long. She will let us stay just long enough to gather the
experience necessary to the unfolding and
advancement of the soul. This is a wise provision, for
should we stay there too long, we would become too
set, too rigid, too inflexible. Nature demands change
in order that we may advance.” ~ Ernest Holmes (1887-
1960) American spiritual writer, teacher, speaker

Just like Nature, change is afoot at FBC! Quite literally
with the installation of new carpeting and flooring.
Some have asked if this is the best use of our funds.
The answer is yes. Flooring is as important element of
making our facility comfortable and welcoming. Best
part of the carpet is that it comes in squares. If there's a
big stain, like the one on the center aisle in the sanctuary,
only that square can be lifted and replaced.

While the sanctuary flooring gets a much-needed
makeover, we will hold Sunday service downstairs in
the Social Hall. People are encouraged to enter
through the doors on Washington Street, then take
the stairs or elevator to the lower level. I'm personally
grateful for the change of chairs. No more metal, now
cushy and comfy chairs, and appealing to the eye.

Be on the lookout for board member Steve Howard.
He's the visionary behind the idea of a raffle to fund a
bus with a chair lift to fetch people on Sunday mornings,
or as needed for other things, like FBC field trips,
campouts, and picnics. What are we raffling? A vintage
1986 Corvette, appraised value of $6,500. Tickets are
$25.00 each. We can purchase from Steve by using
the QR code on the ticket. Ads have been placed in
national magazines catering to car collectors. Anyone
know Jay Leno personally?

Later this month our Youth Collective group will fly to
Alabama for a once-in-a-lifetime experience in the heart
of racial (in)equality. They will have stories to share!
Perhaps some of the kiddos will video people and places,
do some interviews, and then someone eventually edits
into one cohesive video. FBC's first documentary!

There have been many changes in how FBC fulfills its
mission as a Matthew 25 church. “...whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” First, the parking lot lockers were
removed. Not only were the lockers messy and unclean,
inside and out, it was an unfortunate meeting place for
houseless friends to congregate, many doing drugs. The
fencing around the courtyard turned out to be an asset
to the building’s beauty, while discouraging loitering
and drug use. The Friday night shelter closed, now only
open during the daytime on very hot and very cold
days. YCAP's Any Door Shelter on Adams Street has
been a great place for those needing shelter. Folks in
our neighboring houses are relieved!

June 10th was my last board meeting serving as
moderator. I've enjoyed being an integral part of FBC's
inner workings, and, like the quote above, it's time for
me to make a change. What's next? One area | will be
exploring with Erika and Donna is how to make
Tidings more than a promotional booklet. Look for
relevant quotes, dates in FBC's history, spotlights on a
board member, maybe some trivia and informal
photos just for fun. Maybe even a Dear Erika advice
column.

With love and gratitude,
Kathleen Verigin, moderator
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Did You Know?

Yelp, founded in 2004, publishes
crowd-sourced reviews about
businesses, including churches.
On YELP - The Best 10
Churches near
McMinnville, OR 97128 -
First Baptist Church shows up as
#77, with just two reviews.

Steve Howard
Building & Grounds Chair

Steve Howard heads up FBC's Building & Grounds team and is
serving a second term on the Church Board. The son of an American
Baptist Minister, he grew up in Inglewood, California, the middle
child of three. For some reason, Steve was the chosen Howard kid to
get grilled after church at the Sunday noon meal. “Tell me the three
points of my sermon today,” his dad would say. Steve sat in the back
pew and took copious notes to assure a positive outcome of the
weekly quiz. He once got in trouble, around age 9, for painting the
parsonage on his own. He grew up to own his own painting
company, Steve Howard Painting, 1978-2024. His daughter, Pam,
now owns the business under the name Howard Family Painting.
Most importantly, Steve has been a rabid Dodgers fan since 1958.
The team'’s color is blue. Steve wonders if he painted the parsonage
blue those many years ago.

How about adding your voice?
Whatdo YOU like about FBC?

What might YOU say that could
entice someone to check us out?

Add your comment at
https://www.yelp.com/biz/ first-
baptist-church-mcminnville
Thanks for helping people
connect to FBC!

Amor, amor, amor for Jennifer Scott!

For eighteen years, Jennifer Scott (pictured here, in green, with other FBC
friends) has organized the Nica Work Team, a group of volunteers who
perform a variety of tasks - yard work, transportation, organizing, packing,
and more - for community members in exchange for donations to FBC's
support of AMOS Health and Hope in Nicaragua. She is stepping away
from the organizing role but still intends to participate in the bark-dust
spreading, planting, and other odd jobs with the team. Jennifer, thank you
for you long and deep dedication to FBC and to AMOS. We appreciate
your commitment, your sense of humor, and your thoughtful care.

All-Church Campout Come just for Saturday to enjoy the great

July 10 - 12 at Beachside State Park outdoors and a pothuck lunch!

A bus will be available from the FBC parking lot,
leaving at 9:30am and returning by 5:30pm. RSVP to
Mary Dressel. Call/text (503)435-9196 or email,
mary.dressel@yahoo.com

Reserve your site today

574
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Mission Moments JULY 2096

Pride is (in part) a celebration of religious liberty

In the most recent issue of The Welcoming Spirit, the newsletter of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists
(AWAB), Katie Callaway of the Baptist Joint Committee writes, "religious liberty has been so thoroughly weaponized by
Christian nationalism people no longer know whether it is a shelter or a sword. And for too many in the LGBTQ+
community, it has been wielded as the latter. But as Baptists, we know that religious liberty is not a sword, but a shelter."

Pride, Callaway writes, is a good time to recommit to being shelter for
one another. To remember Roger Williams' intent for the community he
founded to be a "shelter for those distressed of conscience." Pride is both
a celebration of the freedom to live authentically and a reminder that that
freedom is not guaranteed. "We do not take for granted," Callaway writes,
"the ability to love who we love, to worship where we belong, to be seen
and held by a community, to not be forced to choose between our faith
and our full humanity"

A commitment to religious liberty is a commitment to a recognition of
the multitudes that exist "within our world," Callaway writes, "and even
within ourselves. And those multitudes make all of us better."

‘When FBC hosts a booth at Wine Country Pride Street Fair, as we have
for as many years as it has been in existence - pictures from the 2026 Fair = 8
are at left - we are saying to neighbors, friends, and strangers: come,
explore the multitudes with us. Come, take seriously with us the concept
of a God, and a love, bigger than our binaries, unlimited by our
imaginations, certainly beyond our narrow notions of of what is proper
or possible. Come, let's seek together after a God, and a love, reflected in,
and known through, the vast and beautiful diversity of humanity (and so
much more).

We are called to defend religious liberty, Callaway notes, because our faith
is incarnational - it shows up in how we live. "Faith is lived by Baptists
gathering in congregations to counter local school districts' legislation
that centers white, heteronormative Christian narratives. It is lived by the &
queer Baptist clergy creating true sanctuary for immigrants in their
communities to be safe from the enforcement of ICE. It is lived every
time someone stands up and says: I will not be erased, and I will not let
them be erased. It is lived every time you and I look with love at the
multitudes within the world and within ourselves."

Our celebration of Pride Sunday will be June 28. Then, and throughout

the year, may we recognize and respond to the radical call of Pride, letting g p
ourselves be drawn in wonder to the majesty of the multitudes, and —
working together to create shelters of respect, dignity, and care where all
may safely dwell.

We're collecting chapter books - and sturdy plastic grocery bags to transport
them in - for Wascher Elementary School students. You can leave your

9‘@*’: donations in blue bin outside the church library. Thank you very much!

2 T <t
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Children, Youth, and Families

JULY 2026

Youth Dinners
just bring money for dinner & friends

Wednesday, July 22 from 6-7pm
at Odd Moe's Pizza
drop off & pick up there

Wednesday, August 19 from 6-7pm
at Nancy Jo's Burgers & Fries
drop off & pick up there
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Summer Camp
at Camp Arrah Wanna
is back in July 2026!

There will be TWO weeks
of camp this summer.

HIGH SCHOOL Camp: July 14-19
For grades 9-12 (completed) - $350

. 'Summer?;
Camp .

St The Veios

Youth Group
returns September 13

KidVenture
returns September 14

MYC Fall Beach Retreats
HIGH SCHOOL - Sept 18-20
MIDDLE SCHOOL - Sept 25-27

Pool Parties
Sunday, July 12 from 5-7pm
at the Nyquists
(3580 NW Hill Rd. McMinnville)
swimming & dinner - friends welcome
drop off & pick up there

Sunday, August 16 from 5:30-7:30pm
at the Carlton Pool

JUNIOR Camp: July 20-24
For grades 1-8 (completed) - $325

All Church Retreat
October 23-25

Learn more and register at
www.camparrahwanna.org

MYC Lock Out
Friday, November 6
5pm to Midnight

MYC Service Learning Trip - July 25-August 1, 2026

This summer 2026, the McMinnville Youth Collective’s Service Learning Trip
will be a Civil Rights Immersion in Alabama!

‘We will be staying at Living River in Montevallo, AL, and spending time throughout the week in Birmingham, Selma, and
Montgomery. We will visit some of our nation’s civil rights historic landmarks, learning about equity and justice, and
serve along side leaders of organizations in these areas that are working to know, support, and meet the needs of people
in their communities today. We are excited about this opportunity for our youth and adults to have a hands on, in person
experience after dedicating time throughout this past school year to better understanding the history, and current
realities, of racism, and the racial justice work that God calls us to be part of, now and in the future.

And you can support our team with the Wall of Money! Now through July 19, the Wall of Money will be
available in Walker Hall, and it’s really simple - pick an envelope (or multiple envelopes!) with a number on
it and donate that amount to our trip. Inside the envelope you will find info on the trip and the name of a
participant to pray for, and a picture of our team, plus a return envelope to send in your payment.

And please plan to join us for our Service Learning Trip Celebration on Sunday, August 9 at 2pm in the Social Hall at First Baptist
Church. We'll share stories and pictures from our trip, spend some time in song and prayer together, enjoy a dessert buffet, and express our
gratitude to everyone who belped make it possible - that’s you!

Thank you for the impact that all of your gifts will have on our team and trip this summer.

‘We couldn’t do it without you!
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Small Groups Keep Us Together!

A month full of opportunities!

Adult Sunday Connections - 8:25am via Zoom
Connecting during JULY- taking August Off - back in September
Contact Barbara at barbaracoleburr@gmail.com

- Sunday Adult Classes on summer break -

1st Sunday Faith & Java Class
Contact Rob at schulmanrob@yahoo.com

Sunday Chapel Class
Contact Don Watson at donjw1@me.com or 503-510-2816.

Sunday Bereans Class
Contact Doug Verigin at 503-913-3401

Sacred Centering - Wednesdays, 5:00pm

In the Fireplace Room (enter at Cowls St.)

Gather with friends to spend a quiet hour connecting with
each other and tending to our souls. We rotate through
various ways of praying: the Ignatian examen (a meditative
review of our days); lectio divina (a way of repetitive reading
with close attention); body prayers (gentle, slow movement);
and other creative practices. Contact erika@fbcmac.org.

Grief & Transition Gatherings
- 1st & 3rd Mondays, 4pm
A space for honest conversation, reflection,
and shared humanity.
in the Fireplace room, facilitated by Doug Wheeler

This small, facilitated gathering is a respectful and
supportive space where people can reflect honestly,
listen deeply, and discover they are not alone in
what they are carrying. Each gathering includes a
small circle of participants, a simple opening
reflection, and space for honest sharing and
attentive listening.

Many people carry grief quietly — grief connected to loss,
aging, caregiving, loneliness, health struggles, uncertainty,
or life changing in ways that are difficult to name. Yet there
are very few places where people can speak honestly
about these experiences in the company of others.

If you are interested in participating or would like to learn
more, please speak with Doug Wheeler.

"Grief & love are sisters, woven together from the
beginning. Their kinship reminds us that there is no love
that doesnot contain loss, and no loss that is not a
reminder of the love once held close”

- Francis Weller

JULY 2026

Bible Study - Wednesdays, 11:00 am, in the Fireplace Room
A discussion-based Bible study with opportunity to delve deeper
into highlighted scripture for the week. We look at the text from
multiple translations, discuss contexts, and ask questions about
meaning for today. Come join in!

Senior Breakfast - Wednesday, July 1 at 8:30 am
1st Wednesday each month at American Legion Post 21
126 NE Atlantic, McMinnville / RSVP: Gina Foster, 971-237-2789

Together Works - July 13 & 27 at 7 pm, in-person
2nd & 4th Mondays, Fireplace Room
Contact: Dee Moore, 971-241-8256, togetherworksinfo@gmail.com

Sew & Sos - in-person (2nd floor sewing room)

Weekly opportunities for individuals and/or small groups
to sew together at FBC.

Contact: Susan Chambers, susanlanechambers@gmail.com

Knit Wits - Knitting hats, neck warmers & prayer shawls!
PM Group - 7 pm, in-person (meets 1st & 3rd Tuesdays)
July 7 & 21 at Gina's / Contact: Gina Foster, 971-237-2789

AM Group - 9:30 am, in-person (meets 2nd & 4th Thursdays)
July 9 & 23 atLinda’s / Contact: Linda Watson, 971-237-2793

FBC Singles - Meets twice at 1pm for Lunch:

July 14 (2nd Tuesdays) and July 22 (4th Wednesdays)
at Good Food Mac, 619 NE 3rd St.

Contact: Nadya King, ladyharp1@gmail.com

Sister Circle - Every Friday at 11 am, Fireplace Room
Reading Tending the Wild Garden by Eugenia Anne
Gamblelnterested in joining? Contact: Sherill Roberts
shrobert@linfield.edu or 971-237-3630

Moms Group - July Plans TBD
Contact Heidi: tothfive@gmail.com

Hiking Group - Saturday, June 18 - Hiking the Hebo Lake loop in
the Siuslaw National Forest, incredible coastal mountain hikes.
We will carpool from the FBC parking lot at 9am.

Bring water & lunch, ready for a good time with hiking friends.
Contact: Gloria, glowm|1@gmail.com

These groups are taking the summer off and will be
back in September:

1st Friday Game Night - Contact: Emily Kerrigan,
emily2.kerrigan@gmail.com

Men's Breakfast - Contact: Don Watson, donjw1@me.com or
Neil Kunze, kunze@sou.edu (share speaker ideas with them)

Native Voices BOOK Group - Contact: Nadya King,
ladyharp1@gmail.com (share book ideas with her)
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JULY at FBC

JULY 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday LLUTECEN Friday ‘ Saturday
1 2 3 4th of JULY
8:30a - Senior Breakfast FBC Office Closed - . ./ .
at VFW Post, Atlantic Ave 9-10a - STARS Breakfast \\(\” A:Z
11a - Bible Study . ] " —
11a - Sister Circle . .
5p - Sacred Centering /( )\\
. .
-3 A
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9-10a - STARS Breakfast | 9a- Building & Grounds 11a - Bible Study 10:30a - KnitWits FBC Office Closed 9:30a - Bus leaves
10 am - WORSHIP 115 - Matthew 25 76 - KnitWits at Gina’ 5p - Sacred Centerin at Linda's 9-10a - STARS Breakfast FBC for day trip to
in person & Live Stream a- Matthew P - KnitWits at Gina's P 9 . . Beachside State Park
12p - Personnel 6:30pm - Church Board 11a- Sister Circle
4p - Missions Team
July 10-12 - All Church Campout
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

10 am - WORSHIP

in person & Live Stream

9-10a - STARS Breakfast

7p - Together Works

1p - FBC Singles Lunch

11a - Bible Study

1p - Congregational
Engagement Team

2p - Faith Formation

FBC Office Closed
9-10a - STARS Breakfast

11a - Sister Circle

9a - Hiking Group
Hebo Mt. trails

July 14-19 - Camp Arrah Wanna, grades 9-12

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10 WORSHIP 9-10a - STARS Breakfast | 7p - KnitWits at Gina's 11a - Bible Study 10:30a - KnitWits FBC Office Closed
in pe::n-& Live Stream 6:30pm - Care & 1p - FBC Singles Lunch atLinda's 9-10a - STARS Breakfast
Concern 5pm - Sacred Centering 11a - Sister Circle
7p - Songs & Stories w/
Joy Zimmerman &
Erika Marksbury at
J.L. Kiff Vineyard
July 20-24 - Camp Arrah Wanna, grades 1-8
26 27 28 29 30 31
10 am - WORSHIP 9-10a - STARS Breakfast 11a - Bible Study FBC Office Closed
in person & Live Stream 7p - Together Works 5p - Sacred Centering 9-10a - STARS Breakfast
11a - Sister Circle
7p - Tell About It! Story
Night at FBC
July 25-August 1 - Youth Service Learning Trip to Alabama
JULY Birthdays Ed Boggie 13 Susan Chambers 20 a JULY Anniversaries
Jane Apel 1 Gina Foster 14 Lloyd Galer 20 YO Joe & Liz Wilkins 3
. . Wi . .
Ames Bierly 1 Pat Fasana-Lynn 14 David King 22 \ Brian & Dayna Gilbert 6
Kathy Beckwith 5 Margie Sayler 14 Wendell Martin 24 | Carson & Georgine Benner 9
John Olson 5 Michael Vincent 14 Griffin Diesburg 24 Don & Linda Watson 11

Walter Wilkins 6
Isabel Ramos Martin 6
David Hallett 9
Emily Kerrigan 11
Carly Martin 11
Beth Starner 11

Anna Terramin 15
Barbara Nelson 18

Global Servant Birthday
Katrina Williams 18

C M)
< Matt Reinker 19

| Tegan Johnson 19

Linette Studebaker 25
Teddy Clayton 27

Violet Stargazer 27

Nancy Carlson 29
Ron Richter 30
Larry Sims 31

Jim & Tai

James 20

John & Myra Huff 20
Robert & Nancy McCann 27
Adam & Emily Diesburg 30
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