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1840 
First non-missionary settlers come to the Willamette Valley. 

1846 
South Yamhill Baptist Church is formed. 

1854 
Land in the Willamette Valley cost $1.25/acre with a  

320 acre maximum. 

1859 
Oregon becomes a state.  



1867-1883 
Old College building used by First Baptist Church for first 16 years. 



May 11, 1867 
Twenty two men, women and children are sent from the South Yamhill Baptist 

Church to charter The McMinnville Baptist Church. 

22 Charter Members 
John Collard, Martha Collard, E.T Warren, Susan Warren, J. 

Wischer, W. Norton, A.B. Mays, Mrs. D. Mays, Samual Cozine, 
Mahalla Cozine, L.L. Whitcomb, Mrs. Whitcomb,                     

Child Whitcomb, Child Whitcomb, E. Norton, Wm. Arthur, J.B. 
Kirby, Mrs. Kirby, Mrs. S.J. Adams, H. Norton, Jane Curtis, and  

Helen Norton 

1867 
McMinnville’s population is about 300 people.  There were 5 stores, 3 blacksmith 

shops, 2 wagon shops, 1 photographic artist, 1 silversmith, 1 shoe store, 2 doctors, 

2 churches and 1 flour mill. 



1867 
Rev. Cleveland C. Riley serves as our first pastor.  This picture shows the old 

College Building used by the church until 1883.  (from 40th Anniversary Bulletin) 



 1872 
Cost of  

Roasting beef: $0.19/lb 
Butter: $0.39/lb 
Sugar: $0.12/lb 

1876 
The telephone is invented.  

Dec 2, 1883 
Church moved from College Chapel to its own building.  

It cost $2,100.Church has 88 Members. 

1883-1993 
Description of the first FBC  

church building. 

(no photo) 



1890 
McMinnville’s Population is 1,368. 

1893 
From Rules of Order 

Anything seeming disgraceful is cause for dismissal from the church… 

Card Playing, Drinking, Dancing.  

1897 
Jello is invented. 

1899 
2nd Church building is dedicated.  

It cost $5,800.  



1903 
FBC has 323 members.  

1902 
FBC had 221 members of which 140 were women. 

1904 
Naomi Wright serves as the Church Treasurer. She serves until 

1944—40 years. 

 
1904 

Beginning of “Conquest Class” for College Students.                                                      

This Church class lasted more than 50 years. 

1905 
Church Schedule 



1906 
San Francisco Earthquake  

 1907 
Church Bulletin that calls FBC “The Stranger’s 

Church Home.” 

1907 
Church Budget: $2,100 
Pastor’s Salary: $1,000 



1912 
Women get the right to vote in Oregon. 

1912 
The Oregon Convention of Baptists voted to become part 

of the Northern Baptist Convention.  

 

 

 

1914 
Cost of  

Car: $500 
Milk: $0.32/gal 

Bread: $0.06/loaf 
Gas: $0.12/gal 

April 15, 1912 
The Titanic sinks. 



 

May 1917 
50th Anniversary 

Membership was 712 (included many inactive.) 
Sunday School Attendance was 399. 

April 6, 1917 
 

US enters World War I. 



1920 
Church budget allocated same amount for Missions  

as local expenses—$3443 for each. 

1920 
Professor Hewitt’s Bible Class. 



1920 
19th Amendment gives woman the right to vote in all states.  

1921 
Sermon title:  

 
“Presenting His 
Royal Highness 

The Devil”  



1924 
Church Promotion Poster 



1926 
In 1926 the church issued 

bonds that could be pur-

chased by the congregation 

and community members to 

help build a new church 

building. This is an alterna-

tive way of financing versus 

a mortgage. Instead of    

borrowing from a bank, the 

church borrowed from the 

community. Each bond had 

a value of $500 and paid 6% 

interest to the bond holder. 

The bond was paid back 20 

years later, on May 15, 1946.  



Early Church Photos 
(undated, but before 3rd Church Building is built) 



1927 
3rd Church Building is dedicated. It cost $80,000.  Note Church Address! 



1928 
City of McMinnville approves an ordinance to change street names.  The church 

address changes from 5th and C Streets to 1st and Cowls Streets.  

October 29, 1929 
Stock Market crashes precipitating the Great Depression.   

The Church struggles financially.  



 1932 
In response to The Depression, the National  

Women’s Mission Society starts a campaign to 

save pennies for special funds.                                                                         

These “Love Gifts” help finance Mission Projects. 

1935-
1939 

Dr. Leonard W. 

Riley’s Bible 

Class. 

1939 
Cost of  

Car: $750 
Milk: $0.23/gal 

Bread: $0.09/loaf 
Gas: $0.10/gal 



1940-41   Friendship Class 



1941 
American Baptist Churches of Oregon (ABCO) bought land and the defunct Arrah 

Wanna Hotel to start our region’s Camp Arrah Wanna. 
Arrah Wanna means The Beautiful Place. 

August 1945 
US drops atomic bombs on Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki. 

December 7, 1941 
Pearl Harbor is bombed. US enters 

WWII. 

May 1942   
75th Anniversary 

Church Budget:  $9,488 
Pastor’s Salary:  $2,400 

1948 
FBC starts Bridgebuilder’s class.  The class continued for 60+ years.  



1950 
Northern Baptist Convention became the       

American Baptist Convention. 

1950 
“Golden Weds” 



1951 
Women’s Missionary Society                 

changed its name nationally                      

to American Baptist Women 

(ABW.) 

1953 
Boy Scout Troop 260  

is Chartered by FBC. 

1956 
Church attendance is 350-400 per Sunday. 

Sunday School has 350 enrolled in 14 classes. 
Cradle Roll listed 87 babies. 

1958 
Church Budget is $36,324. 

$10,110 was designated to Missions, over 20% of the budget. 

1950 
Sanctuary 



1958 
FBC bought what is now City Hall as a parsonage. The owner subsidized the pur-

chase, so the church paid $25,000. The church sold the property to the city 7 

years later because upkeep was so expensive. 



1963 
John F. Kennedy is assassinated. 

1963 
FBC Sanctuary (called 

Hunsaker Auditorium) is 

remodeled. 

1960 
Average Sunday morning attendance is 465.       

Sunday evening service attendance is 159. 



1963 
Marion Van Dyk is called as  

Minister of Music. He serves for 

over 30 years. 

1964 
Cost of 

Car: $3,500 
Milk: $0.49/gal 

Bread: $0.22/loaf 
Gas: $0.30/gal 

 

May 1964 
New Education Wing of current FBC 

building is dedicated. 



1965 
FBC starts Toy Box Day Care Center. 

Dec 1966   FBC records membership of 979  

(about 300 were non-residents – students? inactive?) 



1967 
100th Anniversary   

Budget that year was $51,000. 







1968 
Martin Luther King is assassinated. 

1969 
Eight Covenant or Yoke Groups form at FBC.                                     

One of these has met for over 50 years. 

1969 
First man walks on the moon. 

1970 
Kent State tragedy occurs. 

1970 
FBC has 752 members, 575 who lived in 

the area. 



1975 
FBC becomes one of the charter churches of the    

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America.  

1975 
Charles Walker becomes Linfield’s President. 

William Apel is the College Chaplain. 

1970 
Bernie Turner is called as Senior Pastor.  

He retires in 1993.  





1980 
Pioneer Pantry moved 

to FBC.  Lunch is 

served each Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday 

at low cost to elderly 

citizens. 

1980 
Mt. St. Helens erupts. 

1984 
The first cell phone is commercially available to 

purchase. 



1984 
The first woman, Dee 

White, becomes Modera-

tor of the FBC Church 

Board. 

May 1989 
The Berlin Wall is torn 

down, signaling the end 

of the Cold War. 

1989 
New Adult Sunday School 

Series is promoted in the 

News Register. 



1990 
World Wide Web introduced to the public.  
The Church purchases the 1st computer 

for the office staff. 

1991 
Bernie Turner helps to found       

McMinnville Area Habitat for Humanity.  

FBC provides office space to Habitat 

for over 15 years. 

1992 
125th Anniversary 







 1994 
Kent Harrop is called as Senior 

Pastor.  He serves until 2014. 



1996 
Chancel Choir 



1996 
Jubilee Bell Ringers 



1999 
First Y.A.H.O.O. Trip 

(Yamhill Alliance for Helping Others Out) Y.A.H.O.O. is an ecumenical partnership 

of youth and adults from area churches who raise over $20,000 per year to spend 

their Spring Break building 3-4 houses with AMOR Ministries near Tecate, Mexico. 

1999 
Noah’s Ark Vacation 

Bible School 



 

March 4, 2001 
Gathering Room expansion and remodel is 

dedicated. 



 



Sept 11, 2001 
Terrorist attack on the World Trade 

Center in New York City. 

2004 
FBC’s first Mission Trip to Nicaragua. 



February 2005 
Donna Weed is hired as FBC’s    

Office Manager. 

 

August 2006 
JP Bierly is called to lead Music 

Ministry.  

 

2009 
FBC begins partnership with AMOS Health and Hope Ministry in 

La Pimienta, Nicaragua. 
In 2017, FBC started the 3rd four-year commitment to fund a re-

gional health clinic and provide water filters for all households. 



2013 
FBC completes a discernment pro-

cess and the congregation votes 

to have a vision of becoming a 

Matthew 25 Ministry. 

2013 
FBC begins a partnership with Lu-

theran Community Services to 

provide space for A Family Place 

Relief Nursery of Yamhill County. 

2013 
FBC members served on a team 

that developed the McMinnville 

Free Medical Clinic. The clinic pro-

vides free medical care on the 1st 

and 3rd Saturdays of every month.  

May 2015 
Ron Richter is hired as the FBC 

Building Supervisor 



September 2015 
Reverend Erika Marksbury is called to 

FBC as Senior Pastor. At that time she 

was the first woman, Senior Pastor of an 

ABC multi-staff church in Oregon. 

August 2016 
Sean Williams is called to lead Minis-

try for Children, Youth and Families 



 

 

 The shape of the Anniversary logo is a pinwheel made with triangles.  It speaks of a pioneer spirit 
in some ways – a reminder of wagon-wheels that brought our forefathers to this valley.  We might think 
of it as a willingness to follow the leading of God’s Spirit..  The shapes matter, of course, but the colors 
do, too. 
 
  
 Purple and green triangles represent time.  In the liturgical year, purple is the color of Advent and 
Lent – of sacred times.  Green is the color of what we call Ordinary time – the long non-holiday season.  
Those two triangles together stand for the continuity, the all-the-time-ness of our faith community. 
 The red and yellow at the top – the triangles reaching high- to be evocative of the Holy Spirit.  
They’re the colors of fire, of Pentecost, that day when we celebrate that the spirit is for all people.  And 
red is the color of theology at an academic institution.  So, these triangles hint at spirit and at learning 
and our commitments to open-mindedness and scholarship. 
 The blue and green triangles reaching out, are designed to evoke water and land.  The colors of 
our planet.  They call us to remember the wide reach of this church: our support of missions and devel-
opment projects around the globe, our desire that our worship and our work would empower us to nur-
ture peace and justice and abundance throughout the world. 
 The browns at the bottom, dig deep.  They’re the dirt of this place, the ways our mission and our work is 

also centered locally, even in our own neighborhood.  The brown is the base, the foundation of being in com-

munity together and the freedom to grow that being grounded provides us. 

May 11, 2017 
150th Anniversary 

We are not just tellers of God’s story.                                                                                         

We are part of the story God is telling.                                                                                     

Our 150th Anniversary is an invitation to a faithful future. 



 



 



 



 September 11, 2016 
Launch of 150th Anniversary Year 

Service of Remembrance  



 

Celebration of 150 years of Potlucks! 
 



May 4-7, 2017 
150th Anniversary              

Celebration 



 





Felix Bierly, age 1, greeting                              
Joy House who is 108 at the  

Anniversary Worship Service.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


