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First Baptist Church, 125 S.E. Cowls St., McMinnville, OR 97128
503-472-7941 • www.fbcmac.org • office@fbcmac.org

Your presence is requested at the

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 20th, 12:15 pm

Sunday Morning Schedule:
9 - Service of Prayer & Peacemaking / 10 - Adult Classes
11 - Combined Worship with guest preacher
Dr. Miles K. Davis, Linfield College president, followed by our
Semi-Annual Meeting and a soup lunch in the Social Hall
See highlights of our ministry together during 2018. Agenda
items include the 2018 Statistical & Fiscal Reports, the 2019
Proposed Budget, and a final report of the Deferred
Maintenance Project (roof, building facade, and more).

Aim Your Arrow
Sunday, January 6, 1:30-4pm
Facilitated by Kathleen Verigin
Love Offering Appreciated

A Small Group film series -

First Friday Films
January 4, 7 pm

January Film:
"McFarland, USA” (PG) A film series about what it
means to live together in
community. Bring snacks or
dessert to share, discussion
following the film. Group
meets in the 2nd floor Youth
Room. RSVP to JP for
childcare.

Are you ready to step off the
edge of 2018 to a new edge
that is one of your choosing?
That’s what January is for!
In this fun and meaningful
workshop — through
meditation, reflection, and
ceremony — we will together
take aim for a fabulous 2019.
The outcome is a Word of
Intention that will guide and
support you through the
next calendar year. Open to
women and men, and
mature teens.

20

19

Thoughts from
Pastor Erika
We're approaching Epiphany the season where we remember
the journey of the Magi, following - so the story says - the star
that lead them to Jesus.
Georgine Benner and I set up
the creche scene in the
sanctuary for Christmas Eve, and
we put those three still a long
ways away; scholars guess they
arrived when Jesus was about
two years old.
But there are other characters in
this Nativity set I hadn't seen in
other displays. There are
shepherds, like we might expect,
and Mary and Joseph and the
baby, of course, but there are
also townspeople, their different
headscarves and wraps
representing different regions
and traditions. There are
children with flutes. There are
towering elders. There is a
community that's coming
around not just this baby, but
this small family, tucked away in
a stable.
The set was gifted to FBC by
Gerry and Jackie Painter. They
picked it up in Jericho, Jordan,
where it was made by women
and girls at a refugee camp
decades ago.
(see page 3)
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Financial Report: Jan. 1 - November 30, 2018
Actual for Period

January 2019

% of Amount Budgeted

Contributions Income:

$285,366

97.9%

Total Income:

$323,802

97.5%

Total Expenses:

$319,642

96.2%

Net Income:

$

4,160

Financial update:
* We began 2018 with a cash carryover of about $11,700. We hope to close the books on 2018 with a
Net Income of that amount or more. We are pleased to report that our income this year has enabled
us to cover all of the planned building repairs and maintenance. An anonymous gift enabled us to
replace many of our old lights with new LED bulbs which has lowered our utility bills.
* For a complete 2018 year end financial report, please attend our Semi-Annual Business meeting on
Sunday, January 20, 2019. If you are reading this report before the end of December, please turn in
all financial gifts to the office by Thursday, December 27 to allow deposit for 2018.
* Thank you for your ongoing faithful support of FBC ministry.
FBC Finance Committee: Jane Apel, Roger Dell, Judee Kunze, Don Watson

Church Board Notes

- JoAnn Sims, Moderator

Fresh Starts. New Beginnings. A Positive Future.
Increased Sunlight. However you say it, it means
Happy New Year! At First Baptist, here are some
of the Fresh, New, Positive, and Increased ways
you can join in a Happy New Year!
· During the 11:00 am service, the Grace Space
will begin an experiment with intergenerational
worship.
· Our youth will join other youth at First
Presbyterian Church, McMinnville Cooperative
Ministries, and St. Barnabas Episcopal Church,
forming the McMinnville Youth Collective (MYC).
· First Friday Films will begin on Jan. 4th at 7 pm.
(See page 7 for details)

· A new small group focused on Climate Justice
is being formed. Contact Lynn Crowell or Don
Watson if you are interested.
· Civil Conversations Project begins on Sunday
evening, Jan. 13. (See page 7 for details)
· FBC is involved with the City and County in a
Strategic Doing project focusing on Homelessness. Contact Mike Burr of Matt: 25 Committee.
Our Church Board meeting in December
brought Team Leaders up to date on Personnel
Policy word changes around vacation times, the
new youth program (MYC), issues of smoke, fire,
and campers in and around our building, as well
as clean up and repairs, safety procedures in
emergency situations, and a hopeful stewardship
campaign for 2019.

Church Board Members: 1st Row: Gloria LaFata, Georgine Benner, Susan Chambers
2nd Row: Don Watson, Dave Larmouth, Martha VanCleave, Steve Howard, JoAnn Sims,
Erika Marksbury, Helen Anderson, David Ferry, Les Toth.

Have you turned in your
Estimate of Giving Card
(EOG)? We need your card
to fully fund the proposed
2019 FBC budget. At this
writing (mid-December), we
are about $20,000 shy. Do
your part and help us start
t h e N e w Ye a r w i t h
enthusiasm for all that FBC
does for our congregation,
community, and the world!
Wishing you Peace in this
New Year!
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Sunday Worship Highlights
FBC is a Matthew 25 church, inspired by the words of Jesus,
"Whatever you do unto the least of my sisters & brothers, you do unto me."

9:00 -12:00 am - Nursery care for Infants through Preschool

Worship Services at 9:00 and 11:00 am
Adult Education Classes at 10:00 am

Help FBC extend radical
hospitality to children!
Serve during worship as a

GRACE SPACE

Jan. 6

"Hurry Up and Wait"
Matthew 2:13-15, Rev. Erika Marksbury preaching

Jan. 13

"Blessings for the Journey"
Luke 2:25-39, Rev. Erika Marksbury preaching

Jan. 20

9:00 am - Service of Prayer & Peacemaking
11:00 am - Dr. Miles K. Davis preaching

● Arrive early & welcome children
to the Grace Space.

Dr. Davis began his tenure as the
20th president of Linfield College
on July 1. He previously served as
dean of Shenandoah University’s
School of Business in Winchester,
Virginia. He's known as an
authority on entrepreneurship
whose most recent work focuses on integrity and
values in the business world, as well as faith-based
entrepreneur-ship. He's also proud of the Baptist
preachers in his ancestral line.

● Help children find/use materials.

"Animation"

● Prep the Grace Space for the
following Sunday.

Jan. 27

1 John 4:11-20, Rev. Erika Marksbury preaching

Thoughts from Pastor Erika (continued from page 1)
Knowing those origins makes me
wonder if the women and girls
who crafted the set had some
experience, in their camp, of what
Mary and Joseph might've gone
through, if any among them had
given birth in those less-than-ideal circumstances. If so, they knew
that it wasn't just visits from far-away nobles, or even shepherds
who'd journeyed a long way, that mattered, but the stopping by of
whoever was in the neighborhood, to offer not fancy gifts but just
whatever they had: a cup of tea, a small blanket, a kind welcome.
Any of us, all of us, can offer that.

GUIDE

DESCRIPTION/
RESPONSIBILITIES

● Encourage children to find a
place - in the Grace Space or
another part of the sanctuary - to
use their materials during worship.
● Remind children that the Grace
Space is intended for individual
use, and that we talk softly, and
move slowly, in the space.
● As the service ends, thank
children for using the Grace Space.

TIME COMMITMENT
Sundays, 10:45 am -12:15 pm,
once or twice every 1 to 2
months.
SPECIAL TALENTS/SKILLS

Encouraging, relational, patient,
prayerful, and passionate about
working with children.
Can you help? Contact Sean,
sean@fbcmac.org, for more info or
to sign up to be part of the team.
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Meet interim accompanist Jakob Janssen
I have lived in Oregon most of my life, but because my father
was a missionary pilot, I was born in South Africa and spent my
first few years living in several African countries. We moved back
to the states when I was five, and after a year in Indiana we
settled in Oregon. I spent my first through sixth grades in
McMinnville, after which we moved to Dayton, the town which
takes best claim to being my hometown. I like small towns in the
countryside, which is one of the big reasons why I chose to go
to St. Olaf College in rural Minnesota. I graduated with a major
in Medieval Studies in 2018. Minnesota has farms and barns and
silos and little country churches that would cause anybody to go
green with envy, but it doesn't have mountains, tall trees, ferns,
moss, and flowers from February to June like we have here. I
missed the rain too much to stay away, so I moved back home.
I started taking piano lessons when I was eight years old only
because my best friend Greame was doing so too. Ever since I
started piano lessons, my grandfather, out of his endless love
for the organ, began to expose me to playing the organ. His
best and most successful attempt was when he took me along
to Spokane to help him repair the organ in the Cathedral of St.
John the Evangelist. Being allowed to explore every nook and
cranny of that church and its organ cemented forever my love of
organs and liturgical worship. Soon after that I began taking
organ lessons, and later got my first church job as the organist
for St. Barnabas Episcopal Church at the age of 17. I continued
my organ lessons in college with Dr. Catherine Rodland.
The organ and church music excite me because of their ancient
and venerable age and ponderous repertoire. Christians for
centuries have performed this instrument and have channelled
their devotion into our liturgy. By maintaining and recreating
their legacy I feel a close connection to the great cloud of
witnesses which has gone before me.
Aside from music, my interests revolve mostly around books
and tea. If I had time and stamina I might go cycling or hiking,
but I’ve had no luck so far. I like to read fantasy and history
books, with C.S. Lewis being my favorite author. I try everyday to
have tea at three: black tea with milk, no sugar, and some
cookies to dip in it on the side is best.

Introducing your
Church Board members,
by the numbers

GLORIA LAFATA,
member-at-large
-loves her

4

children,

grandchildren, and
-has visited

7

3

10

great-grandchildren

countries: Canada, Mexico,

France, Switzerland, Sweden, Ireland,
England
-in

1971

, traveled

277

the Colorado River, as one of four adults who
took the Modesto High School Ecology Club
with a guided river company, for $

-

-

.

-"

,

-

,

- --,
"
,-.
-

150

per person.

1

-

Corinthians

13

is her favorite

scripture passage
-has been at FBC

16

years!

-California, born and raised, for
-

miles on

Oregon, chosen, for
regrets...

42

30

years. No
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Mission Moments -

Excerpt from Global Servant Mylinda Baits’ December Journal “Walk With Me”
Full Journal Article: https://www.internationalministries.org/walk-with-me/

January 2019

The phrase 'we make the road by walking' is an adaptation of a proverb by the Spanish poet Antonio Machado,
in which one line reads 'se hacecamino al andar,' or 'you make the way as you go.'
The way to do something is to start doing it and learn from it.

In October, two female clergy friends and I spent a week in Costa Rica for a
writing retreat. I had intended to work on some projects for my PhD
candidacy program, inviting Diane Hooge, retired American Baptist pastor
and Erika Marksbury to join me as they worked on their own pending
projects. I learned that if I wanted to accomplish large amounts of writing in
solitude, I shouldn’t go to a place where I have strong friendships and work
partnerships. I didn’t get much writing done, but I did eat well and deepen
bonds that continue to sustain my soul. Diane wrote the following about
our time together, “This was the beginning of my understanding of how
critical hospitality is to the relational journey that is such a strong part of the ministry within Costa Rica.
Each evening, it was a gift to share with each other around the fire in the fireplace of our lovely Casa de Los
Cielos. Erika and I were able to get a substantial amount of writing done, but the gift for me was in being able to
reflect on the mission work that had been a part of Mylinda’s ministry and the work of our American Baptist
denomination.”
To close our week in a sacred way, we created a natural triple spiral labyrinth
using organic material laid out on the lawn. Each of us created our own spiral
connected by a space of encounter in the middle. After sharing the meaning of
our designs and the materials we used, we walked our own path, met in the
middle and then walked the path of the others while praying for them. We shared
significant affirmations and spoke sacred words to one another. I carry this act in
my bones and it reminds me often that I don’t walk alone. This grace gives me
hope and courage to make and walk new paths with others.
In late November, I was privileged to walk alongside of my friends at AMOS Health and Hope in Nicaragua
providing a full week of trainings in psychosocial First Aid using the arts for self and staff care. AMOS works
towards improving integral health and well-being for over 69,000 people across Nicaragua. Integral health –
physical, mental, socioeconomic, emotional, and spiritual – involve communities themselves. When we started
our week of First Aid Arts trainings at AMOS, we were all bone tired. My weariness, though valid, diminished
once we began sharing our journey to the workshop stories. Listening to Petronilo’s account gave me pause. He,
along with many other community health promoters, traveled many hours over precarious terrain by horseback
and crowded buses to arrive.
This year, with the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Nicaragua, people face many obstacles to getting health care.
Recognizing the debilitating and damaging effects of ongoing economic, political and social unrest on our
bodies, minds, souls and relationships can help us to respond in creative and life-sustaining ways. Caring for our
own health and well-being is paramount so that we can care well for others. Self-care is also a discipline
because it’s not something you do once in a while when the world gets crazy. Many of the promoters use horses
as their only means of transportation to reach the isolated communities they serve. At the beginning of our First
Aid Arts’ Responder Training Juan doubted he had any artistic ability, but as he finished his colorfully decorated
clay horse and rider to express his own commitment to service and to health for all, he realized that he could do
something he originally thought he couldn’t. By engaging in art-based activities, Juan and the other AMOS
leaders reconnected with their bodies through simple breathing & stretching exercises, their minds through
experiential educational games, their spirits through singing and movement, and their social support network
by sharing their struggles and their strengths with one another.
We widen the road by walking it together. It is now a little easier for all of us. Thanks for your part in creating
new pathways for health & hope and the company you provide by walking with me along the way. -- Mylinda
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Children & Youth Ministry

Sunday Mornings @ FBC
JANUARY 2019

After collaborating on several events
in the summer and fall of 2018,
we are thrilled to announce that the
youth ministries of First Baptist Church,
First Presbyterian Church, McMinnville
Cooperative Ministries, and St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church will begin meeting
all together for a weekly youth group
starting on January 13, 2019, as the
McMinnville Youth Collective.
We are excited to share our financial,
physical & human resources to create a
consistent, safe time and space for the
youth from our churches and beyond to
experience authentic community, grow
in their faith, and make a diﬀerence in
our world. Learn more: $cmac.org/myc.

Save the Dates!
March 22-30, 2019 (over spring break)
for High School Youth
(9th-12th Grades),
College Students & Adults.
Info Meetings on Sunday, January 6,
at 1 pm in the FBC Social Hall.

January 2019

Training & Commissioning
for volunteers who work
with children & youth
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
Training !om 8:30-10:30 am
Commissioning at 11 am Worship Service

Third Grade Bibles
February 3 at 11am Worship Service

Pick up a registration packet
at the church now.

Winter Camp

Planning and fundraising
will begin soon!

@ Camp Arrah Wanna
February 15-18, 2019
3rd-12th Grade Children & Youth

NURSERY: Infants through Preschool, FBC Nursery, 9 am - 12 pm
January 6
WORSHIP @ 11 am:
Children & Youth remain in the Sanctuary for the full worship service.
January 13, 20, 27
WORSHIP @ 11 am:
Children
Children's Chapel following the Children's Story.
Youth
Sit with your family/friends, or join us in the balcony,
or help with Children's Chapel.

LUNCH ON CAMPUS
January 9: McMinnville HS ~ January 16: Patton MS ~ January 23: Duniway MS
COMMUNICATION
Email: Email sean@fbcmac.org to be added to our weekly enews list
Text: Via Remind, text @seanpw to the number 81010 for updates
Facebook: Join us at FBC McMinnville KIDS and FBC McMinnville Youth
Instagram: Follow us at @fbcmacyouth
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Small Group Opportunities
NEW in 2019!

January 2019

ONGOING GATHERINGS
Knit Wits - Every Thursday - 9:30 am
Contact Linda, 971-237-6828

Civil Conversations Project - Jan. 13 & 27

AM

Every other Sunday through March 24, 4-6 pm,
in the FBC Fireplace Room.

PM

FBC launches its own chapter of the "Civil
Conversations Project," a curriculum developed
out of the On Being podcast with Krista Tippett.
The grounding virtues of every chapter are
generous listening, adventurous civility, humility,
patience, hospitality, & words that matter.
We'll listen, on our own, to episodes of On Being
that tackle questions of love, difference, identity,
community, and spirituality, and come together
to discuss what we heard, what it made us
wonder about, and how we might incorporate
the wisdom we've gleaned into our daily lives
and practices.
Interested? Let Erika (erika@fbcmac.org) know
you'd like to be a part.

CLIMATE LOVE
Our new Climate Justice committee wants to
share some thoughts with you about Climate
Change. No doubt you noticed the horrific fire in
Paradise, California, and the smoke from fires
here in Oregon this Summer. From this you've
witnessed how Global Warming is affecting us. In
many ways we all depend on climate for our
survival.
Since God has taught us to "love one another",
clearly to protect our climate is a form of doing
that. Any small act of helping reduce CO2 is an
act of love. Our committee feels deeply that this
is a part of what God wants us to do. We are
thinking about small actions we can take now to
increase our efforts to "love one another" in this
way. We hope you take part in this as well.
--Paul Studebaker

Knit Wits - 1st & 3rd Thursday - 7 pm
Contact Gina, 971-237-2789
Sew & So's Quilting Group

Meets every Wednesday, 9:30 am - 12 noon
Contact Susan, 503-435-9952

Together Works - Jan. 14 & 28 - 7 pm

LGBTQIA+ monthly gatherings (Fireplace Room)
Social & Educational time - fun & food
Contact: deerocksmoore@gmail.com

Meditation Practice- Every Wednesday - 12 pm
Silent Christian Prayer & Buddhist Traditions
Contact Lynn, 503-472-8196

Climate Justice - 2:30-4 pm, FBC Room 102

For all concerned to come together to see what we
can do here in McMinnville to make a difference
Jan.10: Writing Workshop - Jan. 27: Area Churches
Contact Lynn, herbalynn@comcast.net

Men’s Breakfast - Sat, Jan. 19 - 9-10:30 am

Les Toth’s Toy Barn (2700 NW Pinehurst, McMinnville)

Scott Brosius, “Baseball”
Feb. 23 - Miles Davis, “The Value of Education and
the Cost of Ignorance”
Mar. 30 - Walt Parry, “Pulling My Legacy: A Career
of Non-Traditional Ministries”
Apr. 27 - George Cabrera, “Must Justice Always
Be As Cold As ICE?”
May 25 - Barry House “Growing Up in Mac
and Why I’m Still Here”

First Friday Films (Jan-May) begin Jan. 4, 7 pm

See details on page one for January. Upcoming
films and dates are:
February 1 - Chocolat (PG-13)
March 1 - Lars and the Real Girl (PG-13)
April 5 - The Way (PG-13)
May 3 - The Hundred-Foot Journey (PG)

SAVE the DATE! and plan to join FBC friends for the

Annual All-Church Campout, July 12-14, 2019 at South Beach State Park, Newport, Oregon
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January FBC
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

NEW YEAR'S DAY

Church Office &
STAR Closed

6

7

9:00a WORSHIP

9-10:30a - STAR

10:00a Adult Classes

7p - Boy Scouts

8

1:30 - Intentions
Workshop

14

9-10:30a - STAR

10:00a Adult Classes

7p - Boy Scouts

11:00a WORSHIP

7p - Together Works

15

7p - Knit Wits

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9:30a - Knit Wits

9-10:30a - STAR

9:30-12n - Sew'n
So's Quilting
12n - Meditation

9

9:30-12n - Sew'n
So's Quilting

6:30p Church Board

9:00a WORSHIP

Thursday

8a - Senior
Breakfast at IHOP

12n - Meditation

11:00a WORSHIP

13

Wednesday

January 2019

16

9:30-12n - Sew'n
So's Quilting
12n - Meditation

5:30-7p - Youth Group
MYC (see page 6)

6:30p - Choir
7:30p - Worship Team

5

7p - First Friday Films

Pastor's Day Off

10

9:30a - Knit Wits

21

22

9:00a WORSHIP

9-10:30a - STAR

10:00a Adult Classes

7p - Boy Scouts

11:00a WORSHIP

7p - Care & Concern

12

18

19

6:30p - Choir
7:30p - Worship Team
Pastor's Day Off

17

9:30a - Knit Wits

9-10:30a - STAR

6:30p - Choir
7:30p - Worship Team

23

24

25

9:30a - Knit Wits

9-10:30a - STAR

12:15p Semi-Annual
Meeting

9a-1p - Free
Medical Clinic
9-10:30a
Men’s Breakfast

9:30-12n - Sew'n
So's Quilting
12n - Meditation

9:30-11a - Gluten
Free Friends

11

9-10:30a - STAR

Pastor's Day Off

20

9a-1p - Free
Medical Clinic

26

6:30p - Choir
7:30p - Worship Team
Pastor's Day Off

5:30-7p - Youth Group
MYC (see page 6)

27

28

9:00a WORSHIP

9-10:30a - STAR

10:00a Adult Classes

7p - Boy Scouts

11:00a WORSHIP
5:30-7p - Youth Group
MYC (see page 6)

29

7p - Together Works

JANUARY
Birthdays:
Monique Scarboro
Ford 1
Oscar Marksbury-Page 2
Tad Beckwith 2
Jan Whipp 3
Kurtis Cooper 5
Eowyn Clayton 6
Parker Williams 6
Robin Knauerhase 6
Beth Dell 7
Myrtle Fricke 7

30

9:30-12n - Sew'n
So's Quilting
12n - Meditation

31

9:30a - Knit Wits
6:30p - Choir
7:30p - Worship Team
Pastor's Day Off

Hannah Hendricks 10
Sybil Williams 10
Kayleen Dressel 11
Gary Langenwalter 11
Russell Weaver 12
Max Boenisch 12
Curran Howard 13
Jessica Galer 15
Bryce Abeln 1
Brent Lightly 18
Marilyn Dresser 19
Cathy Carstensen 19

Gloria LaFata 21
Laura Kushner 22
Tom Meicho 27
Jason Kiff 27
JP Bierly 30
Dave Ferry 31

JANUARY
Anniversaries:
Bernie & Roz Turner
Jan. 27, 1952
John & Emily Kerrigan
Jan. 01, 1984
Max & Bev Dixon
Jan. 19, 1985
Mary & Matt Dressel
Jan. 31, 2009
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